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Wondering 
what’s so bad 
about plastic 
bags? Would 
you like to 
make your own 
creative reusable 
bags to take to 
the library or 
the store? Have 
your teacher 
or leader call 
Kathleen Rocco 
at 216-443-3731 
to schedule the 
“Pass on the Plastic Bag” presentation for your class or club.

We’re looking for items in the classroom that 
have been repurposed, such as a can that has 

been turned into a pencil holder or a shoe 
box that now holds a game. Your 
repurposed trash creation may be 
a featured item in the publication, 
“Don’t Throw It Out: Reuse Ideas 
for the Classroom.” Email a photo of 
students using the repurposed item 

to krocco@cuyahogacounty.us by 
January 15, 2011. You will be contacted 

if your submission will be used. 

We’re moving!

Our new “reused” building is located at 4750 East 131 Street in Garfield Heights. The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District office and 
facility will now be housed in a building that used to be a bowling alley. Watch for details about our Open House soon! 

2011 Earth Day Poster Contest
Get out your colored markers and pencils! It’s 
time for the Earth Day Poster Contest. The 
winning artwork will be featured in the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Waste District’s Earth Day 
calendar. This year’s theme is anything related to 
“We all help the earth by recycling.” Drawings 
are a must, but we also encourage you to create a 
catchy saying to go along with your drawing. 

All students in first through eighth grades 
are invited to participate. Tell your friends and 
siblings. Draw in color on 8.5” by 11” white 
paper using markers, colored pencils or oil 
pastels. On the back of the entry, include your 
name, grade, teacher’s name, school, and the 
school’s address.

All individual entrants will receive a certificate 
and a recycled-content pencil. (Teachers, you 

may request certificates or small giveaways 
for your classrooms! Provide the total 
number of entries on a note with your class 
submission.) Entries must be mailed flat, 
postmarked by January 31, 2011, and sent to 
Kathleen Rocco, CCSWD Poster Contest, 
4750 E. 131 Street, Garfield Heights, OH 
44105. 

A winner and runner-up will be chosen 
from each grade. The winner will receive 
an Earth Day T-shirt, bag and copies of the 
calendar. 

If you have questions, call 216-443-
3731, or visit www.cuyahogaswd.org to 
print the contest flyer.

Mini-grant 
applications 
due in February
The School Recycling Mini-Grant Applications are due on 
February 12, 2011. Schools can receive up to $750 to purchase 
recycling equipment and promotional materials. Last year, the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District awarded money to 12 
schools to start or improve their recycling programs. Tell your 
teacher you want to help make your school more sustainable. 
For details, visit www.cuyahogaswd.org/en-US/Recycling-
Mini-Grant.aspx

Don’t Throw
                  It Out

Checking it twice
It’s the time when your parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles often 
ask, “So what do you want this year?” We know that you are working 
on a wish list and checking it twice. 

A recent study found that 40-50% of people your age have cell 
phones, over 75% have iPods/MP3 players, about 50% have video 
game consoles, 71% have TVs in their 
rooms, and the vast majority have 
access to a computer at home. We’re 
pretty sure that young people 
aren’t buying all of these 
electronics with their own 
money! Which means you 
probably have at least one 
electronic item on your wish list. 

As you work on your list, 
think about your wants and 
your needs. Have you ever heard 
someone say, “If it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it”? That’s good advice when it 
comes to electronics, too—if they aren’t 
broken, don’t replace them! Continuing to 
use the electronics you already have reduces waste, conserves natural 
resources, and saves energy. 

Here are some things to consider:
D	If you already have a cell phone that works, why ask for a new 

one? Instead, ask for a new cover or credit to download some new 
games. 

D	Do you have an iPod or MP3 player that works? Is it full? Then 
don’t ask for a replacement. Think about how much time it would 
take to reload all of your music! Instead of asking for a new iPod 
or MP3 player, ask for gift cards to download more music and 
videos onto your current iPod/MP3 player.

D	Do you like to play video games? Who says you need the newest 
console? Chances are, you can enjoy your favorite game on the 
console you have. When you ask for games, consider asking for 
used games. Many people buy new games and keep them for a 
very short period of time because they get tired of them or don’t 
like them. Either way, used games are a great deal—and reduce 
waste. 

D	If you do get new electronics, what will you do with the older 
items that are being replaced? Could someone you know use your 

Plastic bag? No, 
thanks!

Pass 
It On!
Donate usable stuff that you 
no longer want or need. 
Go to our website’s home 
page, www.cuyahogaswd.
org, choose “Publications” 
at the far right, and select 
“Pass It On book” from 
the drop-down list. You 
will learn where to donate 
all sorts of things, from 
bicycles to pet food! 
You can also search for 
recycling information by 
material or by the city in 
which you live.

old cell phone or MP3 player? Could you sell it or give it away? If 
it is broken, do you know where to recycle it? 
Remember, electronics shouldn’t go into your household trash. 

The chemicals and metals used to make electronics can cause 
pollution when mixed with trash in a regular landfill. 

You can donate your family’s old cell phones, PDAs, digital 
cameras, or MP3 players to a good cause. Recycle for Breast Cancer 
provides prepaid shipping labels, envelopes or collection materials. 
This no-cost national recycling program helps prevent electronic 
waste and the toxic chemicals it contains from entering our landfills 
and environment while raising funds to help reduce cancer. For 
details, visit www.recycleforbreastcancer.org.

Another option is www.gazelle.com. They’ll recycle your digital 
music player and pay for shipping, and you’ll get money for it. 
Gazelle will also buy portable computer hard drives, satellite radios, 
GPS devices, camcorders, laptop computers, digital cameras, and cell 
phones.

Cell phones can also be recycled through www.recellular.com.
For information about when and where to recycle other 

electronics, go to www.cuyahogaswd.org/en-US/computer-recycling.
aspx.
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